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OUTSTANDING READING TEEN TO COMPETE FOR BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA’S STATE YOUTH OF THE YEAR HONOR 
Reading, PA, March 10, 2008…Angel Ramos is a true example of an extraordinary young man. At age 17, he has just been selected to compete against other Boys & Girls Club members for the Northeast Youth of the Year title and a $1,000 scholarship from the Reader’s Digest Foundation.  As the Youth of the Year for Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County, Ramos is among hundreds of local youth across the country recognized by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) for his sound character, leadership skills and willingness to give back to the community.

 Being named Youth of the Year is the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member can receive. The title recognizes outstanding contributions to a member’s family, school, community and Boys & Girls Club, as well as personal challenges and obstacles overcome. This program was founded over 60 years ago through the generosity of Reader’s Digest.
Ramos, a senior at Reading High School, has been a member of Olivet Boys & Girls Club for nine years, having initially joined the Oakbrook club.  He is now a member of the Mulberry Street club.  As a five-year member of the Keystone Club, Olivet BGC’s teen service club, Ramos has been able to sharpen his character and leadership skills through involvement with numerous service projects.  These include Operation Berks Enduring Freedom, Toys for Tots, World A.I.D.S. Day and the Annual Camp Clean Up.  He has also participated in the Club’s Money Matters program, Alvernia College Tour, and various fundraising projects.  
The teen also has participated in sports at the Club, including flag football, basketball and baseball.  He currently helps coach the 10-12 year old basketball team at the Mulberry Street club and referees in-house basketball games. Certified as a lifeguard and trained in First Aid and C.P.R., Ramos has worked at the Club’s Clinton Street pool and Olivet Blue Mountain Camp in Hamburg.    
“Growing up was tough,” admits Ramos, who has lived in a single-parent household in public housing for his entire life.  “I got used to accepting failure.  I was a troublemaker who didn’t have any guidelines.  All my struggles led me to join the club when I was eight.  Knowing that I could go to the Club and just relax and not worry was all I wanted as a child.  I really didn’t know how to take kindness when I began as a member of the club.  All I knew was that I made a difference in my life by choosing to change my act,” said Ramos. He credits Olivet Boys & Girls Club and particularly staff member Candice “Candy” Ninfo for inspiring him, helping him get on the right path, and making him the outstanding young man he is today.  

“Candy taught me life lessons, manners, responsibilities, courage, and most of all, not to be afraid of what lies ahead,” said Ramos.  

The outstanding teen is determined to attain his goals of leaving public housing behind and creating a positive future.  He believes that education is the key to achieving his goals and plans to attend Alvernia College, Lockhaven University, or the University of Pittsburgh and study either Sociology or Psychology.  

“I believe that everyone who attended our 2007 Steak & Burger Dinner, myself included, was impressed with the wonderful job Angel did as Master of Ceremonies,” said Jeffrey M. Palmer, Olivet Boys & Girls Club President & CEO.  “He demonstrated great poise and confidence in front of a large audience, and we wish this capable and personable young man all the best as he represents our Club as Youth of the Year.” 

If Ramos wins at the state competition, he will compete for the title of Northeast Region Youth of the Year and an additional $10,000 scholarship. The five regional winners will advance to Washington, D.C., in September 2008 to compete for the title of BGCA’s National Youth of the Year. The National Youth of the Year receives an additional $15,000 college scholarship and is installed by the President in an Oval Office ceremony.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Olivet Boys & Girls Club has been serving the youth of Reading and Berks County since 1898.  Currently, the Club operates ten neighborhood-based clubs and a summer camp in Hamburg.  Known as “The Positive Place for Kids,” Olivet Boys & Girls Club provides guidance-oriented character development programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years old, conducted by a full-time professional staff.  Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize character and leadership development, education and career development, health and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation.

For additional information, visit www.olivetbgc.org.  
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