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Reading, PA, November 21, 2008….Three lucky youth from Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s Pottstown clubs will receive brand new bicycles thanks to the Action Center Training Charitable Team Bike Building Workshop attended by Susquehanna Commercial Finance on Friday, November 21, 2008.  

The Workshop, held at the Comfort Inn in Pottstown on November 21 was hosted by Action Center Training, a nationwide team building company founded in 1996 with headquarters located in Eagleville Pa. ACT provides unique “one of a kind” corporate team building and training experiences for hundreds of companies annually. In the Charitable Build a Bike Team building program, three teams of employees, from Susquehanna Commercial Finance, Inc, of Pottstown Pa., worked  together to solve puzzles, compete in games, decipher secret codes, and use their limited “bike dollars” to negotiate and purchase the key parts and custom tools needed to build the bikes.  “Our team voted unanimously to use our team-building budget in a way that would contribute to a local charity,” said Tammy Miller, Accounting Manager of Susquehanna Commercial Finance, Inc., “we are all honored to be part of this event.”   
The big secret is that the participants do not know that the youth will actually be coming in at the end of the program to receive their brand new 20 inch bicycles. “I have seen grown men and women cry. Even the toughest break down when they see the excitement of the children running to claim their new bike,” says Professor Ron Roberts, President of Action Centered Training, Inc. (610-630-3325, www.corporateteambuilding.com)

According to Jeffrey M. Palmer, President & CEO of Olivet Boys & Girls Club, the three youth were selected to receive the bicycles based on their academic performance, positive attitudes and behaviors, and level of involvement with the Club.  The youth are members of the Empire, Barth Elementary and Rupert Elementary clubs.
“Many of our Boys & Girls programs focus on healthy lifestyles for kids and their families,” said Mr. Palmer.  “Getting kids to exercise can be a challenge, but having a new bike to ride is a great incentive. We are grateful to Action Center Training and Susquehanna Commercial Finance for building and donating these bikes for our kids,” said Mr. Palmer.  
Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County is “The Positive Place for Kids,” serving 6,697 youth between the ages of six and 18 at ten locations in Reading, a summer camp in Hamburg, and nine locations in Pottstown including the Richard J. Ricketts Center.  Additionally, the Club provides services to thousands of other youth and caregivers through community outreach programs.   The Club opened in 1898, and is one of the original founding members of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America movement.

