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For Immediate Release…

Olivet Boys & Girls Club to Manage the Ricketts Center

Reading, PA, – November 11, 2008… 

Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County has announced that the Richard J. Ricketts Center, 640 Beech Street, Pottstown, will become the ninth location in Pottstown to be served by the Boys & Girls Club.  

Olivet Boys & Girls Club was invited to collaborate with the Pottstown School District in 2007 to provide recreational and community programs for elementary and middle school youth as part of the 21st Century program.  During the last school year, the Club served nearly 300 youth from the Pottstown School District, played a significant role in expanding Pottstown’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers, and participated in Pottstown’s Out-of-School Time sustainability process with the Center for Schools and Communities.

Locations served by Olivet Boys & Girls Club include Barth Elementary School, Bethel AME Church, Edgewood Elementary School, Empire Firehouse, Franklin Elementary School, Lincoln Elementary School, Rupert Elementary School, Pottstown Middle School, and now the Ricketts Center.   Club locations will have the capacity to serve approximately 500 students.

According to Jeffrey M. Palmer, President & CEO of Olivet Boys & Girls Club, the addition of the Ricketts Center will advance Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s mission even further in Pottstown.  “We are very pleased to be able to provide the effective, proven programs of Boys & Girls Clubs of America to so many youth in Pottstown,” said Mr. Palmer. “Our caring and professional staff create a safe, positive environment within the Olivet Boys & Girls Club locations as we work to fulfill our mission of enabling all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as healthy, productive, caring, responsible citizens.” 
Programs at Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s Pottstown sites will mirror those offered in the Reading clubs.  They will fall under the five core program areas of education and career development; character and leadership development; the arts; health and wellness; and sports, fitness and recreation.

About Olivet Boys & Girls Club

Olivet Boys & Girls Club serves more than 6,000 youth between the ages of six and 18 at ten locations in Reading and Berks County and a summer camp in Hamburg.  The Club also serves nine locations in Pottstown.  Additionally, the Club provides services to thousands of other youth and family members through community outreach programs.   The Club opened in 1898, and is one of the original founding members of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America movement.  For additional information, please call Olivet Boys & Girls Club at 610-373-1314 or visit www.olivetbgc.org.    

