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Olivet Boys & Girls Club to Celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service:

13th Annual READ IN to Involve Kids and the Community

Club Teens to Lead Community in March up Penn Street

Reading, PA, January 6, 2009…Remember!  Celebrate!  Act!  These words spoken by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. are taken to heart each year as Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County hosts a community-wide celebration honoring Dr. King.  Monday, January 19, 2009, the Martin Luther King Day holiday, marks Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s 13th Annual “Read In” sponsored by Sovereign Bank.  The entire community is invited to demonstrate their support for Dr. King’s message by participating in the day’s activities.

An anticipated 300 Olivet Boys & Girls Club youth will be paired with 200 community volunteers who will work together throughout the day to read and learn the values of literacy, non-violent conflict resolution, and the legacy of Dr. King.  The event this year, open to the public, will begin in The Miller Center on the Reading Area Community College Campus.   Registration starts at 8:00 a.m.  Opening remarks will begin at

9:30 a.m.  They will be followed by age-appropriate activities designed to involve the children in learning about King’s message of unity for people everywhere.  Youth will receive a book about President Elect Obama.  All participants will enjoy a multicultural lunch.    

The event will cap off with the Second Annual Unity March which is planned and organized by Olivet Boys & Girls Club teens.  Led by a police escort, walkers will depart from the Schmidt Center at RAAC at approximately 1:00 p.m. and walk up Penn Street, ending in Courtyard 1 behind the Sovereign Bank building at 5th & Penn Streets.   

Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s “Read In” event celebrates the King holiday as well as the spirit of volunteerism in Reading and Berks County.  Martin Luther King Day is a day of interracial and intercultural cooperation and sharing.  No other day of the year brings so many people from different cultural backgrounds together in such a vibrant spirit of brother and sisterhood.  Everyone is part of the great dream Martin Luther King, Jr. had for America.  

If you are interested in volunteering or participating in this year’s event, please contact Judd Meinhart at 610-376-7229, extension 209.

Olivet Boys & Girls Club is a chartered member of Boys & Girls Clubs of America and has been serving the youth of Reading for 110 years.  Currently, the club serves 6,697 youth between the ages of six and 18 at ten locations throughout the city, eight locations in Pottstown, and a summer camp in Hamburg.  The mission of Olivet Boys & Girls Club is “To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as healthy, productive, caring, responsible citizens.”  Visit www.olivetbgc.org to learn more about the Clulb.  
