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For additional information contact: 

Meghan Blevins

Mentoring and the Arts Program Coordinator

610-898-0789

Meghan.blevins@olivetbgc.org
The public is invited to join city officials, Olivet Boys & Girls Club staff members youth from the Club’s Mentoring and the Arts program on Wednesday, September 10 at 5:00 p.m. for a 10th anniversary celebration of this special program.  The celebration will include a dedication of the newest mural on the side of the United Refrigeration Building at 3rd & Walnut Streets in Reading.  Special 10th anniversary posters featuring the murals of the Mentoring and the Arts program will be available along with light refreshments and the opportunity to meet some of the kids. 
The Mentoring and the Arts program began in 1998 when the former Police Athletic League of Greater Reading (now Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s PAL club) joined forces with 15 other community organizations to address the serious and growing problem of juvenile delinquency and the alarming high school dropout rate.  The program is designed to involve high-risk teens with adult role models and group art activities.  Mentoring and the Arts’ goal is to promote a healthy self image among the participants and improve their ability to use positive problem-solving and coping skills.   The program encompasses mentoring relationships, involvement in the arts, family involvement, and a community-wide support system.    

“We are proud of the hard work our kids have dedicated to creating the murals over the past ten years, and we are very grateful to the artists involved with each project and the community members who have helped the kids and staff prepare and paint the artworks,” said Sandra Wise, Chief Operating Officer, Olivet Boys & Girls Club.  Since the program’s inception, more than 325 young people have participated in Mentoring and the Arts.  

In addition to 3rd and Buttonwood Streets, the colorful murals can be found at the following locations:  
5th & Buttonwood Streets, 9th & Greenwich Streets, Rose & Walnut Streets, Juvenile Court, the Wellness Center inside the County Services Center, behind Remcor Plastics, Inc. on 2nd Street, John Paul II Center for Special Learning, Juvenile Probation Office, and 11th & Buttonwood Streets.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County is “The Positive Place for Kids,” serving 6,697 cardholding youth between the ages of six and 18 at 11 locations in Reading and Berks County, as well as various locations in Pottstown, and a summer camp in Hamburg.  Additionally, the Club provides services to more than 7,000 other youth and caregivers through community outreach programs.   The Club opened in 1898, and is one of the original founding members of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America movement.
