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Media Advisory

For additional information contact: 
Carleen Rozzi
Vice President of Development
610-373-1314
Carleen.Rozzi@olivetbgc.org

What:  The public is invited to participate in the 10th Anniversary Celebration of Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s “Mentoring and the Arts Program” by helping the Olivet youth paint a mural under the direction of artist Jessica Sheetz.  The mural will focus on the City’s architecture and will include various landmarks such as the Reading Hospital tower, Penn Street Bridge, Pagoda, Reading Museum, Bandshell, PAL building, and more.  
When: Saturday, July 11 from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  (Paint and brushes will be provided!)

Where: The mural will be painted on the side of the United Refrigeration Building at 3rd & Buttonwood Streets (on the Buttonwood Street side).  Volunteers will work under a shaded canopy. Lunch will be provided.
How to Sign Up:  Contact Meghan Blevins, Mentoring and the Arts Program Coordinator, to sign up.  She can be reached at 610-898-0789 or Meghan.blevins@olivetbgc.org.
About the Mentoring and the Arts Program: 
Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s Mentoring and the Arts Program combines the personalization of mentoring relationships with positive adult role models and the therapeutic quality of group art activities to provide a holistic approach to working with high-risk students.  The program began in 1998 when the Police Athletic League of Reading and Berks County (now Olivet Boys & Girl’s Club’s PAL club) joined forces with 15 other organizations to address the serious and growing problem of juvenile delinquency and the alarming high school dropout rate.
The Mentoring and the Arts Program incorporates four components designed to increase healthy, positive self image of youth participants and improve their ability to employ positive problem-solving and coping skills.  These components are: mentoring; involvement in the arts; family involvement; and a community-wide support system.  

In addition to mural painting, Mentoring and the Arts students participate in visual and performing arts, digital music, photography, cooking, art history, and other artistic genres.

The first mural by Mentoring and the Arts students was painted in 1998 on the 3rd & Buttonwood Streets building that will be the site of the 10th anniversary mural painting.  Since then, the youth and community volunteers have painted nine additional murals throughout the City of Reading under the direction of various artists and Olivet Boys & Girls Club staff.  

A special limited edition 10th Anniversary poster featuring “The Murals of Reading” will be available for purchase.  Please visit www.olivetbgc.org or call Olivet Boys & Girls Club at 610-373-1314 for details.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County is “The Positive Place for Kids,” serving more than 6,600 cardholding youth between the ages of six and 18 at 11 locations in Reading and Berks County, as well as various locations in Pottstown, and a summer camp in Hamburg.  Additionally, the Club provides services to more than 7,000 other youth and caregivers through community outreach programs.   The Club opened in 1898, and is one of the original founding members of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America movement.
