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Olivet Boys & Girls Club to Hold Open Houses and Annual Day for Kids
For Immediate Release…

Reading, PA—September 4, 2008…Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County will hold Open Houses on Thursday, September 18 from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the following club locations: Oakbrook (1161 Pershing Blvd.), Clinton Street (677 Clinton St.), PAL (325 Walnut St.), Jamestown Village (300 Lackawanna St.), Mulberry Street (722 Mulberry St.), PAL Center for the Arts (328 Walnut St.), Glenside (1301 Schuylkill Ave.), and 13th & Perkiomen (1310 Perkiomen Ave.).  The public is invited to tour the clubs, meet the staff, learn about club programs, and sign up youth.

The Club also will celebrate the third annual “Boys & Girls Clubs Day for Kids” on Saturday, September 20 from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at Northwest Middle School, 1000 North Front Street, Reading.  
Each year, Americans routinely get their cars inspected, change batteries in their smoke alarms, and check their furnaces before the cold weather.  Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) has designated the third Saturday in September as a Day for Kids to remind us to recognize and celebrate our most important resource, our children, and take stock of how we are doing as parents and caregivers.  Millions of families nationwide will participate in this effort to foster stronger relationships between adults and children by educating them on the importance and value of spending meaningful time together.
This year’s Day for Kids at Olivet Boys & Girls Club is collaborating with AmeriHealth Mercy.  The day’s activities will focus on youth health and wellness, one of Olivet Boys & Girls Club’s key program areas.  The highlight of the day will be the Healthy Hoops ® Fall Challenge featuring a series of health screenings for kids, asthma education sessions for parents, and fun basketball challenges for kids and parents facilitated by celebrity coaches.  The coaches include Sonny Hill, executive advisor for the Philadelphia 76ers; Brian Daly, Monsignor Bonner High School boys basketball coach; Tanisha Giddens, Reading High School girls basketball coach; and Fran O’Halon, Lafayette College men’s basketball coach.
Everyone is welcome to participate in Day for Kids and learn how to control asthma, manage weight and prevent cardiovascular disease.  Participants in the Healthy Hoops ® program must be ages 3-15, have asthma, cardiovascular disease or weight problems, and be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  To register for Day for Kids, please call the Healthy Hoops® Hotline at 1-877-817-3822.  
Please visit www.olivetbgc.org to view an informational flyer about the Open Houses and Day for Kids.
About Olivet Boys & Girls Club

Olivet Boys & Girls Club serves more than 6,697 cardholding youth between the ages of 6 and 18 at ten locations in Reading and Berks County and a summer camp in Hamburg.  Additionally, the Club provides services to more than 7,000 other youth and caregivers through community outreach programs.   The Club opened in 1898, and is one of the original founding members of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America movement.  For additional information, please call Olivet Boys & Girls Club at 610-373-1314 or visit www.olivetbgc.org.    

